
Big Weekend Final details 2019  

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls, it’s nearly that time again. The one you’ve all been 
waiting for. The highlight of the orienteering calendar. The one that this year over 500 of you 
have decided to turn up to, to make my life more exciting. The one where most of us haven’t 
got a clue what we’re doing, especially the organiser. The one that always works out fine in 
the end, which I guess is why you keep on coming back. That’s right, it’s time for the 
Edinburgh Big Weekend! Hope you enjoy it. 
 
Edinburgh University Orienteering Club is proud to present the annual Big Weekend on 
25-27th of January, forming a terrific few days of Edinburgh-based orienteering.  
 
The weekend will kick off with our Fight With the Night (FWTN) race on Calton Hill, where 
you can put your night O skills to the test whilst admiring the city’s lights. The Urban Race on 
Saturday will visit a new area that has never been used for Big Weekend before. The Dean 
Village will provide competitors with fine technical urban orienteering, whilst taking in the 
sights of this World Heritage Site. You will be starting in the grounds of the National Art 
Gallery of Scotland so feel free to go and pay a visit after (or before) your run. This race will 
also launch the UK Urban League and Scottish Orienteering Urban League for 2019. It is not 
to be missed!  
 
Saturday’s race will be followed by a traditional Burn’s Night ceilidh in the evening, just to 
make sure you’ve no unspent energy.  
 
A classic race on the iconic Arthur’s Seat and Holyrood Park will round off the weekend on 
Sunday. This race is also in the SoSOL 2019. We look forward to seeing you for, what is 
sure to be, a great weekend!  
 
WOC 2022 Embargo 
As many of you know, Edinburgh has won the bid to host WOC 2022! This is great news for 
the city, however many of the areas EUOC frequently use for Big Weekend and club 
trainings have now been embargoed for the next 3 years. We’ve done our best to find 
alternative areas for Friday and Saturday’s races and we think you’re going to love them! 
We’ve even pieced together a new map for Saturday, so get excited! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summary:  
  

  Friday  Saturday  Sunday  

Assembly  Grassy Hill north of St. 
Margaret’s Loch, Holyrood 
Park. 

The Dean, 65-67 Dean    
Path, Edinburgh EH4 3AT 

Flat area between Holyrood 
Abbey and St. Margaret’s Loch to 
the North of Holyrood Park 

Start times  18.30-20.30  10.30-14.30  10:00-13:00 

Start  Junior Start: at assembly 

Long/Short Start: 1.0km - 
see map. 

Start: 600m, following 
tapes.  

 

Main Start: 1km, 125m climb 
Junior Start: 1km, 30m climb 

Finish  At assembly 

 

100m taped route Adjacent to the assembly 

Toilets 2min walk At assembly  At assembly  

EOD Limited  Limited  Limited  

Special notes  Headtorches compulsory 

Map turnover and timed-out 
crossing combo for Short 
and Long courses. 

Orienteering shoes advised 
especially in wet weather, 
but no metal dobs. 

Under 16s restricted to 
junior course. 

For competitors on 
course 1 and course 2, 
SI cards in the range 
2,000,000 to 2,999,999 
and 1 to 499,999 must 
not be used. They can 
hire an SIcard free of 
charge. 
Map turnover on courses 
1-5. 

Map turnover for Brown, Blue and 
Green. 

 
  
General Information:  
  

T-shirts:  
If you really want to look the part, make sure you buy a Big Weekend T-shirt! These popular 
t-shirts will be limited edition purple, with the classic Big Weekend logo. They will be on sale 
for £12 at the event. Sizes available are S, M, L, XL but are very limited so come early! 
Pre-orders can collect them from enquiries at any of the events. 
  

Cancellation:  
In the case of extreme weather, details will be published on the website - please check in the                  
days leading up to the event. Extreme winter weather is likely to lead to the cancellation of                 
the weekend. https://euoc.wordpress.com/   
  

Traders/Catering:  
Compass Point will be attending on Saturday and Sunday to supply you with all kinds of O 
equipment to set you up for the year ahead. 

On Saturday Erskine Stewart’s Melville Schools will be providing refreshments from The 
Dean. There will be hot drinks, sandwiches, soup and cakes to help fuel you through the 
weekend. 

On Sunday, there will be a bakesale run by Interlopers M16s to fundraise for their trip to 
Estonia for the World Schools Orienteering Championships.  Come along for fantastic 
home-made goodies and help support the Scottish team! 

https://euoc.wordpress.com/
https://euoc.wordpress.com/
https://euoc.wordpress.com/


 
Photography: 
Steve Rush will be taking some action photos on Saturday’s City Race. He has taken photos 
at Scottish 6 Days events and World Masters Orienteering Championships 2018. His photos 
will be available at: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/144212955@N04/albums  

This will also be linked from our website. 

 

Privacy:  
When entering our events your name will appear in the results section of the website or in 
newspaper reports.  
  

Hospital/First Aid:  
Limited first aid will be available at the assembly on each day. In an emergency call 999.  

The nearest hospital to all three events is Edinburgh Royal Infirmary:  
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh  
51 Little France Crescent  
Old Dalkeith Road  
Edinburgh  
EH16 4SA  
Telephone: 0131 536 1000  
 
Acknowledgments: 
A huge thank you to non-EUOC members for all their help in putting on this event, which they 
do year after year. Robin Strain for all the computing and SI wizardry, Graeme Ackland and 
David Eades for volunteering as controllers and for sharing their fountain of knowledge with us 
inexperienced students. Also special thanks to Graeme for the map updates. We wouldn’t be 
able to do it without you! 
 
Also thanks to Erskine Stewart Melville’s Schools for hosting us in The Dean on Saturday, and 
ESOC, INT and FVO for letting us borrow all the equipment. 
 
Results: 
Results for the weekend will be published at  http://rstrain.co.uk/results_19/euoc_bw 
It is hoped to publish interim results here during the races. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/144212955@N04/albums
http://rstrain.co.uk/results_19/euoc_bw


 
Friday 25th January: Fight with the Night  

   
Location:   
The event will be based primarily in the area on and around Calton Hill before weaving along 
residential urban areas and eventually arriving in the northern Holyrood Park ‘Killing Fields’ 
area (named after the tough interval sessions which occur there). The junior course will be 
restricted to this latter parkland area. 

The location of the finish arena can be found using the following, please also view the map 
below. 
Google maps: 55.954029, -3.159833 - link: https://goo.gl/maps/jjTZtsB9iKJ2 
Grid reference: NT 27690 74064  
 
It is also possible to show up straight to the start (see Start section) if no hiring or any other 
arena business is required, but please avoid entering the start area from the west side to 
avoid collisions. 

 
  

 

Travel to the event:   
Parking: There is no official event car parking. The car park south of the assembly will likely 
be filled rapidly, and competitors are instead advised to walk and use public transport where 
possible, and otherwise use local car parks (Dynamic Earth less than 1km away) or street 
parking nearby. 
Public Transport: Lothian Buses have a number of buses which travel to or near the area. 
Bus numbers 4, 26, 44, 104, 113, and 124 all travel from Princes Street to London Road, 
relatively nearby to the arena - though it is likely to not take too much longer than walking or 
jogging from the centre. 
 



 

Assembly: 

The assembly will be based on the grassy mound north of St. Margaret’s loch. At assembly, 
there will be a tent where the registration, download, enquires, first aid and entry on the day 
are based. There will also be a tent available for shelter and a place to put bags. There is 
space for club tents. There will be toilets available adjacent to assembly in the ranger’s hut. 
Water will not be provided after the event. Litter bins will also not be provided, please take 
litter home with you.  
  

Entries and Electronic Punching:   
Pre-entry is now closed. Entries can be viewed on SiEntries via the following link: 
https://www.sientries.co.uk/list.php?event_id=5136 
There will be limited entry on the day (EOD) at the assembly. EOD will have the same entry 
fee as pre entry and maps will be allocated on a first come first served basis.  
BOF member - £6.00  
Non-BOF member - £8.00  
SI cards are available to hire free of charge, but there will be a hefty charge of £50 if lost. 
SIAC available to hire for £5. 
All controls are set up for contactless punching for runners with a SIAC. The START AND 
FINISH are not contactless and must be punched normally.  
Any enquiries about late entries, alterations to existing entries or cancellation of entries 
should be made to Laura King at euocbigweekend@gmail.com and she will happily deal with 
all issues. No issue to small, unless your name is Matthew Leitch. 
  

Terrain and Safety Information:   
The terrain varies from typical urban networks, to rapid parkland, to tussocky slopes, to 
steep, old town style closes. There are steps, slopes and many uneven surfaces. These can 
be very slippery even in dry weather. An all-round terrain shoe, but without metal dobs, is 
therefore recommended. The terrain also holds low-lying branches, clothes lines, and cables 
linking bollards. Please watch for these and avoid injury, or worse: time loss. 
Competitors are reminded that it is Friday night in a busy city and it is likely that there will be 
lots of pedestrians, moving vehicles - including a bus service – and bikes around so please 
take care and be courteous throughout the area. It is for this reason that unfortunately 
Juniors under the age of 16 on the day of the event will not be able to run the Long or Short 
courses, in accordance with BOF regulation. 
The junior course is restricted to the parkland of Holyrood near the arena. The course will be 
a little less inspiring than the Kings Building’s event of last year, but we hope competitors will 
understand the restrictions imposed with the above as well as the embargo on the previously 
used area. It is recommended to ensure all young orienteers are competent with their night 
orienteering - especially bearings - as although the map is fairly straightforward, it will still be 
very dark. However, controls on the junior course will have reflectors for a little bit of help. 
It being winter in Scotland, the sun has not made an appearance since September and a 
headtorch is hence compulsory. It is also advisable to carry a spare as well as a whistle 
unless using other senses to find the controls is up your alley. It will be dark and many areas 
are unlit, and it will be beneficial for members of the public as well as vehicles to be able to 
see you. 
Should first aid be required please report to download and we can find a stray medical 
student to lend a hand (pun intended if injury in question is on the hand).  



Competitors wishing to learn more of Calton Hill (originally derived from Cold-Town (LOL you 
got that right!! (as I shiver in my flat typing out these final details))) are directed to the 
wikipedia page here - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calton_Hill 
 

Course and Map Information:   
The controls will be marked using full sized kites and will use SI electronic timing at every 
control point. In order to not disappoint any hard-core Fight with the Night fans who like 
looking for bits of shiny pipe sawn off the Lindsay’s household, these usual controls will be 
added to the Holyrood Park controls making up all of the junior course and the final sections 
of the adult courses. Below is a very nice, tidy, and helpful table:  
  
Course  Straight Line 

Length 
Optimal Length 

(approx.) 
Climb 

(approx.) 
Controls Map turnover and 

timed-out crossing** 

Long  3.9km  6.0km 130m 28 Yes** 

Short 2.9km 4.0km 100m 19  Yes** 

Junior 1.9km 1.9km 15m 11 No 

  
**The Long and Short courses will contain a map flip towards the end of their courses. This 
is to accomodate a rather large area while still using A4 paper. IMPORTANT - this map flip 
will occur at a timed-out road crossing across an exceptionally busy road junction. Please, 
after punching the first control of the road crossing: take your time, follow the marshal’s 
instructions, and cross safely before also remembering to punch the next control to end 
the timed-out section and flip the map. There is no maximum time limit on the road 
crossing, but please do not abuse this… (looking at you, Matt Leitch). 
 
Loose control descriptions will be available at the start. 
 
Maps will be printed on waterproof paper. Map scale: 1:5000 
Although the maps are generally used at 1:5000, many of those who have run on the 
Edinburgh City map before will know that some of the detail may be smaller than normal. We 
apologise for any struggles associated with this, and recommend those who have and 
regularly use magnifiers/microscopes to bring them along. 

   
Start:   
Starts between: 18.30-20.30   

Start blocks of 15 minutes have been assigned online. Turn up to the start at some point 
within the start block, and you will be started at 30 second intervals. Please try not to follow 
the person starting in front of you. There will probably be a 3 minute call up, though the 
procedure will be relatively informal. Start times should be found here:  
https://www.sientries.co.uk/list.php?event_id=5136 
Start Locations: 

● The Junior start is at the arena.  
● The start for the Long and Short will be located a short walk/jog of 1.0km from 

assembly, see below. It will be taped, but please take a good look at the map prior to 
leaving to the start as tapes may disappear. Please take care crossing roads and 
keep to pavements.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calton_Hill
https://www.sientries.co.uk/list.php?event_id=5136


It is also possible to go straight to the start if no hiring is required, but please avoid entering 
the start area from the west. 
 
Map of route to start - East to West - from Finish arena to Start for Long and Short Courses 

 
  

Finish:  
There will be one finish for all courses at the arena. All competitors must download after they 
have finished, even if the course is incomplete, so that we know you have returned safely.  
 

Results:  
Results will be displayed in the assembly area during the event, and will be posted as soon 
as possible on the club website:  
https://euoc.wordpress.com/big-weekend/ 
and at this link:   
www.rstrain.co.uk/results_19/euoc_bw 
 
Only runners who have already competed in the 18-19 will be considered for points in this 
year's league unless they indicate an intention to run the majority of this semester's events. 
 
Courses will close at 21.30.  
 
Planner - Alexander Chepelin (EUOC)  
Organisers - Laura King and Roanne Lilley (EUOC)  
First Aid – Matthew Leitch and Matthew Fellbaum 
General nuisance, please ignore - Matthew Leitch 
  

 
 
 
 

Saturday 26th January: Edinburgh City Race    (SOUL 1 
and UKUL 1):  

https://euoc.wordpress.com/big-weekend/
http://www.rstrain.co.uk/results_19/euoc_bw


Location:  
The event is based at The Dean, 65-67 Dean Path, Edinburgh EH4 3AT next Stewart 
Melville’s College 
Google maps: 55.954168, -3.221603 
Grid Reference: NT 23810 74155 

 

Travel to the event:  
Parking: There is no official event car parking and it is the competitor’s own responsibility to 
find somewhere to park. Please allow enough time to park and to get to the assembly and 
starts. Street parking can be found on Ravelston Terrace and Dean Path. 
The Edinburgh City Council site (http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20085/parking_spaces) 
has information about where to park.  
Competitors must not park in Stewart Melville School Grounds, even if you see other 
cars doing so.  
Public Transport: Several bus routes all pass near the assembly, including the 19, 37, 41, 
43, 41, 27. More information on these and several other possible bus routes can be found on 
Lothian buses website 
http://lothianbuses.com/plan-a-journey/journey-planner  
The nearest train stations are Haymarket and Waverly. They are a 20-30 minute walk away.  
Walking/Cycling: The assembly is accessible by bike or walking and this is very much 
encouraged 
 

SOUL 2018 Prize Giving: 
There will be a prize giving for SOUL 2018 at 15:00 at The Dean. 

 
Assembly:  
The registration, download, enquiries, first aid and entry on the day will be situated at 
assembly. The finish is located less than 100m away. There will be a cafe with sandwiches, 
cakes and hot drinks. Unfortunately due to access rules no club tents are allowed in the 
assembly area. There will be an inside area for people to leave their bags. Bags will be 
guarded by officials but are left at their own risk. Please be aware that all dobs and muddy 
shoes must be removed before entering any of the rooms or toilets at assembly.  
Toilets will be available inside The Dean. 
 Please make use of the toilets at assembly. Competitors must not go to the toilet in 
the gallery buildings or grounds. 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20085/parking_spaces
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20085/parking_spaces
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20085/parking_spaces
http://lothianbuses.com/plan-a-journey/journey-planner
http://lothianbuses.com/plan-a-journey/journey-planner


Compass Point will be present in the assembly to sell all kinds of great O equipment. 
 
Entries and Electronic Punching:  
Pre-entry closes on the 22/01/19, entries can be viewed on SiEntries via the following link: 
https://www.sientries.co.uk/list.php?event_id=5136&page=2 
There will be very limited entry on the day (EOD). EOD will have the same entry fee as 
pre-entry and maps for EOD will be allocated on a first come first served basis.  
Senior - £11  
Non-BOF members - £13  
Juniors and Students - £6 
Any enquiries about late entries, alterations to existing entries or cancellation of entries 
should be made to Laura King by emailing: euocbigweekend@gmail.com  
SI electronic timing will be used, with both standard and SIAC. SI cards are available for hire 
for free and SI Air cards are available for hire for £5; but if lost there will be a charge of £50.  
All controls are set up for contactless punching for runners with a SIAC. The Start AND 
FINISH are not contactless and must be punched normally. 
 
Runners on course 1, and 2 will need an SI card capable of holding more than 30 
punches. Course 1 and Course 2 must not use a type 5 (1-499,999) or a type 8 
(2,000,000- 2,999,999). Competitors affected will be able to pick up an SI from enquiries. If 
you are at all unsure if this will affect you, please do come and check before your run to 
ensure no disappointments! 
  

Terrain and Safety Information: 

The event will be focused on the beautiful World Heritage site of Dean Village. Competitors 
will pass by other beautiful places such as the Water of Leith, race through the tight and 
technical alleyways of Dean Village, smash multi-level routes around The Exchange and visit 
plenty of historic monuments. Starting in the grounds of The National Art Gallery of Scotland, 
and finishing close to a nice indoor assembly this is shaping up to be a great event – let’s 
just hope for less ice than last year. 

Please note there are some gates/doors which are not under the organiser’s control and so 
may be open or closed on the day of the event. Please respect the mapping, and do not 
pass through if mapped as impassable/closed. Any changes on the day will be marked 
on blank maps at assembly and in the start boxes. Building works have been marked 
correctly at the time the maps were printed. Again any significant changes will be shown at 
assembly and at the start on blank maps. 
  
All competitors take part in this event at their own risk. 
The courses will pass through residential areas and competitors must be considerate to the 
residents as well as to the general public throughout the competition. Slowing down to 
negotiate sharp corners or alleyway entrances and exits is advised to avoid collisions. The 
weather could be cold, wet and icy so please dress accordingly. There are steps, slopes and 
uneven surfaces which can become slippery, especially in wet weather. 

The surface will be almost entirely tarmac or paths and road shoes will be suitable unless 
icy. 

Should first aid be required please report to enquiries at assembly. 

https://www.sientries.co.uk/list.php?event_id=5136&page=2


Cagoules should be taken to the event, as they may be made compulsory on the day if 
the weather requires it. 
All competitors must visit the download after their run even if the course is 
incomplete so that we know everyone has returned safely. 
  
All courses will have A3 maps. Courses 1-5 will have a map turnover.  More details on maps 
can be found under the MAPS section. 
There is a high number of controls within Dean Village, be careful checking those codes. 
  
Junior courses (6 & 7) pass along the footpath next to the Water of Leith, under NO 
circumstances must juniors go into the water. Junior courses also pass through Dean 
Village, please be vigilant for slow moving cars that are parking. The course also requires 
competitors to pass along the side of a quiet, slow moving road. There is a pavement with 
plenty of room, and juniors have no reason to cross the road. Please be aware that senior 
courses do cross this road. 
  
Senior courses (1, 2, 3, 4, & 5) will cross many roads, road crossings will be the 
competitors responsibility and care should be taken, whilst following the Highway Code. 
Priority should be given to traffic, and where possible please use pedestrian crossings. 
Some roads are marked out of bounds and should not be crossed. There is always a 
route around and anyone seen crossing such a road will be disqualified. 

  
For courses 1, 2, 3, & 4. 
In addition to the normal cars, buses, taxis, and cyclists etc encountered on the roads of 
Edinburgh, competitors this year will also be crossing tram tracks. Courses only cross in 
open spaces, giving plenty of time to be aware of the trams. There is a station in the centre 
of the map (shown below), on approach and departure, or if you happen to be in their way 
they will ‘ding’. Tram tracks are not marked on the map. 
The road with the tram tracks is circled in red with the station shown in blue. 
 

 
  
  
Additionally courses (1, 2, 3, & 4), will head to a multi-level complex area known as The 
Exchange. This is normally a tricky part to orienteer in, and this year just to make it even 
harder there is the addition of building works. These building works block some of the normal 
routes, so even if you think you are a local in the know, I strongly suggest ALL 
COMPETITORS on courses 1 - 4 read this next bit with care. 



  
Here are a few pictures of the area. The first shows where all the building work is (as marked 
on the map). This is marked in red or pink and should not be entered by any competitors, 
even if it is physically possible to do so. Any competitors crossing or entering these sections 
will be disqualified. 
The second shows what is marked as the upper level. The third shows what the lower level 
is. The fourth I will highlight parts that can take you from one level to the other without going 
through the building works. 

 
 (Picture 1) 
 

  
(Picture 2. Area in blue is upper level) 
 

  



(Picture 3. Area in green is lower level. The routes of the lower level tunnels are shown by 
green pen, but no optimal routes pass through these tunnels.) 
  

 
(Picture 4. Stairs between the two levels are circled in orange. An additional route 
between the two levels is shown with orange arrows.) 
  
To make it easier to determine what level your control is on, you will find an upper or 
lower level marking in the third box in your control description as shown below. (I.e. 
Upper, Lower, Upper). 
  

 
  
Additional points for courses 1-4. 
  

-        Competitors may run on the pavement alongside the out of bounds road 
shown in blue below. 

-        The bridge crossing the out of bounds road going into/from the exchange 
(circled in red) is on the upper level. 



 
  Start:  
There will be one start for this event, located 700m from assembly in the grounds of The 
Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art. The route will be marked with red and white tape 
and crosses a main road at a marked crossing. There will be a marshal at the crossing 
helping everyone but especially juniors to cross. Please be aware that the gate used to 
enter the grounds will also be used for some competitors exiting the grounds.  
The start will be operated with a 4-minute call up. A clock at the start will display call up 
times. Competitors will be called into the -4 box according to their start time.  
Descriptions will be available in the -3 box and blank maps in the -2 box. There will be a 
punching start. Competitors must punch the start box to begin their time, then pick up their 
map and begin their course.  
Starts between: 10:30-14:30  
Start times will be available on SiEntries after the 22nd when entries close.  
Competitors are strongly advised to check their start times prior to the event. The start block 
will be very full and if start times are missed there will be limited scope to reallocate you a 
specific start time. Entry on the day competitors will be allocated start times at registration. 
Again, due to the full start block they may have to wait for a gap in the start block. There will 
be pre-runners starting before the official race.  
There will be space to warm up at the start. Competitors are not permitted to run on the 
grass in the gallery grounds. Competitors should also not climb on any of the exhibitions  
or statues in the gallery grounds. The warm up area will be taped with red and white tape. 
Some areas within the gallery are out of bounds (shown in picture below). 

 
Finish : 



The finish is located less than 100m from assembly, so feel free to go and support your 
fellow competitors. The route from the finish back to assembly will be taped. This route 
crosses a small road, and as the clock is no longer ticking, please take care. 
The finish is near a graveyard. Please do not enter the graveyard, and be respectful to 
members of the public visiting the graveyard.  
All competitors must visit the download after their run even if the course is 
incomplete so that we know everyone has returned safely. 
 

Course and Map Information:  
 

Course 
Category  

Straight 
line 

Length 

Optimal 
route 

(km) 

Map 
Size 

Map 
scale 

Map 
Turnover 

Map 
side 2 
scale 

1 Men Open  6.9 km 11.0 km A3 1:5000 YES 1:2000 

2 Women 
Open  

Men Vet  

6.2 km 9.9 km A3 1:5000 YES 1:2000 

3 Women 
Vet Men 
Super 

Vet  

4.7 km 7.8 km A3 1:5000 YES 1:2000 

4 Women 
Super Vet  
Men Ultra 

Vet  

3.7 km 6.3 km A3 1:5000 YES 1:2000 

5 Women 
Ultra Vet  
Hyper Vet  

1.8 km 2.6 km A3 1:3000 YES 1:2000 

6 Junior 
M/W 16-  

1.8 km 2.2 km A3 1:3000 NO N/A 

7 Junior 
M/W 12-  

1.7 km 1.9 km A3 1:3000 NO N/A 

 
  
Courses close at 16:45 
The majority of the courses will be on hardstanding ground.  
Choice of footwear is each competitor’s decision. In wet or icy weather, running flats would 
not be advised.  
The map scale depends on course; please consult table above.  
Controls are mostly attached to the feature by gripples, but some are located on trestles.  



Courses 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 will require the competitors to turn over their maps part-way 
through the course to reveal the second half of the course on the other side of the map. 
The point to do so will be obvious as the controls will run out on the first side of the map and 
an instruction to do so will be in the control descriptions. The map scales are different on 
each side. 
There will be loose control descriptions provided at the start, these will be rather long so 
please bring your longest holders, or opt for some origami skills! 
 There will not string course.  
 
WOC 2022 EMBARGO : 
The WOC 2022 embargo whilst not on this map, lies to the east of the area, the boundary of 
which is shown on the maps of courses that go nearby. All normal embargo rules apply. You 
can read more at this link. 
  
Results:  
Results will be displayed in the assembly area during the event.  
Preliminarily results will be available at the ceilidh in the evening and final results, as soon as 
possible after the event: www.rstrain.co.uk/results_19/euoc_bw 
The results of the respective leagues will be published by the organisers on their 
websites. We will publish results on our results page as soon as possible. 
  

Prizes:  
There are trophies for Men and Women Open which were hand crafted by Robin Orr. These, 
along with prizes for each age class, will be presented at the ceilidh. However, if the winner 
of an open trophy is from outside of the UK, their trophy will have to be taken back at the end 
of the weekend. The prizes are kindly supplied by Fudge Kitchen (yum)  for category 
winners. 
 
  
Planner – Callum White (EUOC)  
Controller – Colin Eades (INT)  
Organisers – Roanne Lilley/Laura King (EUOC)  
 
Contact: euocbigweekend@gmail.com  
 

 

Sunday 27th January: Holyrood and Meadowfield Parks 
(SoSOL1) 

Location:   

The event will be situated in Holyrood and Meadowfield Parks in Edinburgh. The event will be 
based on the north side of the park on the flat fields. Assembly will be located between St. 
Margaret’s Loch and Holyrood Abbey on the grassy area. 

Google maps: 55°57'06.4"N 3°10'05.3"W 

Grid reference: NT 27215 73866 

https://www.scottish-orienteering.org/soa/page/woc-2022-embargos
http://www.rstrain.co.uk/results_19/euoc_bw


 

WOC 2022 embargo: 

The WOC 2022 embargo borders the assembly field and area to the west. This embargo 
applies to all potential WOC 2022 team members and those with links to elite squads e.g. 
coaches, team leaders. These restrictions also apply to other orienteers who intentionally or 
unintentionally could provide an unfair advantage to competitors at WOC 2022 e.g. through 
publishing of routes and timings on Routegadget, Strava or similar. Please respect the WOC 
embargo if it applies to you. More information regarding the embargo can be found at this link. 

  

Travel to the event: 

If travelling through Holyrood Park, follow the main road to the north side of the park. 

Parking: There is no official event car parking. There is a  car park beside Holyrood House 
where there will be limited room to park. Alternatively there are lots of residential streets close 
by along the road leading to Holyrood Park. Please ensure to allow enough time to find a 
parking space and get to the start on time. 

Public transport: There are many buses in Edinburgh with multiple routes passing near 
Holyrood Park. A great way to see which will suit your journey along with more information 
can be found on the Lothian buses website:  
http://lothianbuses.com/plan-a-journey/journeyplanner 

Waverley train station is a 20min walk from assembly  

 

Assembly: 

The assembly will be based on the grass between St. Margaret’s loch and Holyrood Abbey. At 
assembly, there will be a tent where the registration, download, enquires, first aid and entry on 
the day are based. There will also be a tent available for shelter and a place to put bags. 
There is space for club tents. There will be toilets available adjacent to assembly in the 
ranger’s hut. Compass point will be present to sell all kinds of great O equipment. Water will 
not be provided after the event. Litter bins will also not be provided, please take litter home 
with you.  

 

 

https://www.scottish-orienteering.org/soa/page/woc-2022-embargos
http://lothianbuses.com/plan-a-journey/journeyplanner
http://lothianbuses.com/plan-a-journey/journeyplanner


 Entries and Electronic Punching: 

Entries close on 22nd January and can be viewed on SIEntries via the following link:  

https://www.sientries.co.uk/event.php?event_id=5136 

There will be limited entry on the day (EOD). Maps for EOD will be allocated on a first come 
first served basis. 

Senior - £8.00 

Non-BOF member - £10.00 

Juniors and Students - £5.00 

Any enquires about late entries, alterations to existing entries or cancellation of entries should 
be made to Laura King by emailing: euocbigweekend@gmail.com 

SI electronic timing will be used. SI cards are available for hire free of charge; but if lost there 
will be a charge of £50. SIAC are available for hire for £5. 

All controls are set up for contactless punching for runners with a SIAC. The START AND 
FINISH are not contactless and must be punched normally.  
 

Terrain and Safety Information: 

Holyrood and Meadowfield Park contains mixed park and grassland with some complex rock 
and contour detail in places. The area has some large hills which provide a physical 
challenge. On Arthur’s Seat and Whinny Hill the vegetation varies from short, tussocky grass 
to rougher areas of taller grass and gorse. Meadowfield Park will offer fast running in short 
grass and areas of woodland. 

The central location of Arthur’s Seat means it is very popular with the general public, 
especially dog walkers, runners and families - please respect other users of the park. The 
regular use of the area by the public, and park management, can mean that some aspects of 
the terrain, for example paths and gorse bushes, are dynamic. Therefore, these along with the 
gorse should not solely be relied upon for navigation. Some boulders and other features on 
the map are small on the ground but they are significant for the area that they are in. The 
paths in the woods can be very muddy in places, and the hill/rocks may be slippery especially 
if icy, so please take extreme care, especially when descending. Because of this and the 
gorse we recommend that orienteering or fell shoes for all courses and that full leg cover is 
worn.  Cagoules should be taken to the event, as they may be made compulsory on the 
day if the weather requires it. 

All competitors take part in this event at their own risk and are responsible for their own safety 
during the event. The weather in January could be cold, wet and icy so please dress 
accordingly. Holyrood Park is open high ground, and in the case of adverse weather can 
become a very exposed environment. There are also large cliffs and paths in the area that 
have been deemed too dangerous and therefore have been made OOB. Please respect the 
OOB marked on the map. These areas exist either for your safety or for the conservation of 
Hunter's Bog. Anyone seen crossing any marked OOB areas will be disqualified.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oentries.com/multi/events/69-euoc-big-weekend-2017/details
https://www.oentries.com/multi/events/69-euoc-big-weekend-2017/details


Start:  

There will be two starts for this event. Please ensure you know which start you are starting 
from as the starts leave the assembly in DIFFERENT directions. 

Start Distance Climb Courses 

Main 1k 125m Brown, Blue, Green, Short 
Green, Light Green 

Junior 1k 30m Orange, Yellow, White 

  

The route to the junior start will be outside the park along roads. 

For parents who wish to walk their child to the Junior start and then go to the main start 
please follow a taped route from the junior start to main start which is different to the main 
route from assembly. This additional route is 1.2k and has 105m climb. 

Starts are from 10:00 – 13:00. Routes to both starts will be signed/taped from assembly. The 
starts will be operated with a 4-minute call up. A clock at the start will display call up times. 
Competitors will be called into the -4 box according to their start time. Descriptions will be 
available in the -3 box and blank maps in the -2 box. There will be a punching start. 
Competitors must punch the start box to begin their time, then pick up their map and begin 
their course. The start kite must be visited, and a route will be taped to its location. 

  

Course Information: 

Course Straight 
Line 
Distance 
(km) 

Optimum 
Route 
Climb (m) 

Number 
of 
Controls 

Start Map 
Turnover? 

Map Scale 

Brown 8.3 415 25 Main Yes 1:10000 

Blue 5.6 280 16 Main Yes 1:10000 

Green 4.3 195 14 Main Yes 1:10000 

Short 
Green 

2.7 130 10 Main No 1:7500 

Light 
Green 

3.0 150 10 Main No 1:7500 

Orange 3.0 100 11 Junior No 1:7500 

Yellow 2.0 60 10 Junior No 1:7500 

White 1.1 15 8 Junior No 1:7500 

  

There will be a maze course located adjacent to assembly open to all! 

There is one high wall on the east of the map for Brown, Blue and Green courses. This wall 
should only be crossed via the two gaps as shown on the map. Please also be aware that in 



the Meadowfield Park area there is a boardwalk over a small pond which has the potential to 
be very slippery. Should first aid be required please report to download or the registration tent. 

Some of the longer courses and all junior courses will cross the park road which also passes 
the assembly area. This road is in use during the weekends, so please take care.  There will 
be marshals along the road at the points the junior courses cross. 

The white course will have one taped leg. 

  

Maps: 

Maps will be pre-marked and printed on waterproof paper. The map was surveyed by John 
Musgrave and has recently been updated by Graeme Ackland. 

A number of courses will require competitors to turn over their maps mid-way through the 
course to reveal the second half of the course on the other side of the map. All turnovers will 
be mentioned at the starts and on the control descriptions. 

There will be loose control descriptions provided at the start for all courses and they will also 
be on the map. Map descriptions for the Green, Blue, and Brown courses will have lengths 
and climb for the total course on both map sides. 

  

Finish: 

There will be one finish for all courses, almost adjacent to assembly. Please remember to 
download at the tent in assembly, even if you do not complete your course, so that we know 
you are back safely. Please take care crossing the road after the finish to get back to 
assembly. Your time will have stopped so take care and time!!! 

Incoming runners can be viewed running down the hill from the last control and the last few 
controls on the longer courses. 

Courses will close at 15.00 

Results: 

This race is part of the SoSOL 2019. 

Results will be displayed in the assembly area during the event.  

Results will be posted as soon as possible on the link below: 
www.rstrain.co.uk/results_19/euoc_bw 

Planner – Emma Wilson (EUOC) 

Controller – Graeme Ackland (INT) 

Organiser – Laura King (EUOC) 

Contact: euocbigweekend@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Ceilidh, Saturday 26th January:  

http://www.rstrain.co.uk/results_19/euoc_bw


Tickets are still available to pre-book via SiEntries. There will be tickets available on 
the door. 
The ceilidh will be in a new venue: Greyfriar’s Charteris Centre, 138-140 Pleasance, 
Edinburgh, EH8 9RR. 
Doors will open at 19.00  
 

The ceilidh will be a traditional Burns celebration including live music and dancing from 
19.30, provided by Kylestrome Ceilidh Band, along with presentation of prizes from the 
afternoon’s race. There will also be a raffle and the chance to try some haggis and oatcakes. 
 
We will be running a bar, please bring ID and take it as a compliment if you’re asked to show 
it. There will be a variety of alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks available. We are not able to 
accept cards so please bring plenty of cash if you want to buy drinks. You are not allowed to 
bring your own drinks into the venue.  
 
All ages are welcome - from grandparents to the young ones. Don't worry if you don't know 
any dances, as the caller will talk you through them!  
 
Prize giving, haggis and the raffle will be at approximately 21.00. The ceilidh will finish at 
around 23.00.  
Organiser: Lucy Haines (EUOC) 


